The insulin-like growth factors (IGFs) 
and produce IGFs (6) , IGFBPs (7) and IGFBP proteases (8) . These findings suggest that the "IGF system" plays a role in tumour growth, the IGFs being able to act locally in a paracrine or autocrine mode in promoting cell proliferation (9) .
Neuroblastoma is a highly malignant tumour of young children that accounts for up to 50% of all malignancies among infants (10) . There is increasing evidence that IGFs may function as autocrine growth factors for neurobastoma cells (11, 12 (Fig. 3) . The slightly different molecular weight of GAP-43 found in lysates from SH-SY5Y cells (47kD Fig. 3 (Fig.5 ), aIGFBP-3 gl failed to bind the protein (Fig.6 ). Taken together, the immunoblotting data and the Western ligand blot finding of a molecular weight of~32.5 kD suggest that this IGFBP band might correspond to IGFBP-2. conceptually related to the original hypothesis of Sporn and Roberts, suggesting a close link between growth factors and cancer (32) . However, the biological function of the "IGF system" as a whole has been poorly investigated. In (35) , even without TPA pretreatment, IGF-I as well as (des 1-3)IGF-I were able to induce not only cell proliferation but also a slight cellular differentiation. These findings suggest that the "IGF system" plays a major role in the fine regulation of the delicate balance between proliferation and differentiation of human neuroblastoma cells. Because des (1-3) IGF-I has been isolated from both human fetal (36) and adult brain (20) , it is tempting to speculate that IGF-I and its truncated N-terminal analogue might play a pivotal role in neuronal growth and development (37) (38) .
In SH-SY5Y cells, as differentiation progressed we saw a slight increase in the~32.5kD band intensity. This finding might be due to an enhanced cellular expression and/or a reduced proteolytic activity in CM.
Tumours are known to secrete proteases that may be of functional importance in tumour progression (8) 
